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This is the sixth edition of the Hilton Village Handbook, 
originally produced in 1976. Since then the village has 
grown considerably, although the only three major new 
developments, since the original work in 1984, were the 
completion of Kidman’s Close in 1994, the building of 8 
houses to form The Paddocks in 1997 and the 9 new 
houses east of Scotts Close in 2005.  Nevertheless, 

there continues to be a steady turnover of residents of the Parish. It is still the 
primary purpose of the Hilton Village Handbook to be of use to newcomers; 
although, as it is now revised, it is hoped that it will continue to be interesting 
and useful to all residents.  

There have been some changes in the contents of the Handbook. It has been 
found to be impracticable to keep up-to-date details of local trade services. 
Details of Local Organisations and Sports and Recreation are included with a 
contact name, or a place or time of meeting given. However, please be aware 
that names of organisers and Secretaries change frequently. We apologise if 
there are any errors or omissions.  

      Hilton Parish Council,  July 2010 

The Handbook has been prepared under the auspices of the Parish Council, 
being distributed free to every household in the Parish. We would like to thank 
Richard Garnett, who has made the major contribution with the historical 
description and also for his detailed map of the village. We are also very 
grateful to everyone who has assisted in the preparation of the entries, 
revisions of text and facts. In particular, Peter Blake, John Clark, Peter Frazier 
and Michael Way, all of whom have given freely of their time and effort in the 
production.  

Hilton Parish extends to 1325 acres (536 hectares) in the Huntingdonshire 
district of Cambridgeshire. There are about 420 dwellings and a population of 
about 1100. The Parish Council is composed of 9 elected Councillors and the 
Parish Clerk, meeting on the first Monday of each month. Members of the 
public are free to attend the meetings, but are not allowed to take part in 
debating the agenda items. There is, however, a dedicated 10 minute slot to 
allow them to bring items to the attention of the Parish Council.  

Hilton, together with Hemingford Abbots, elects two representatives to the 
Huntingdonshire District Council and Hilton, together with Fenstanton, the 
Hemingfords, and Houghton and Wyton, elects a representative to the 
Cambridgeshire County Council. 

FOREWORD 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

THE PARISH 



5 

The Parish of Hilton lies on the B1040 road in the centre of a triangle formed 
by the city of Cambridge and the towns of Huntingdon and St. Neots.  As its 
name implies, it is on slightly higher ground than the surrounding area, at an 
average of 40 feet (12 metres) above sea level. The underlying soils are 
mainly derived from Oxford and Boulder clays, with some river gravels. With 
large, open flat fields and high fertility, the area is ideal for arable cropping with 
winter wheat, winter barley and oilseed rape being the main crops. On the 
other hand, there are few farm animals to be seen except in the immediate 
vicinity of the village.  

Hilton is situated in the heart of the countryside but is well served by the 
market towns of St. Ives (3.5 miles) and Huntingdon (6 miles) from where there 
is a fast train service to London and Peterborough (for the North). St. Neots 
(10 miles) and Cambridge (13 miles) provide for a wider range of quality shops 
and entertainment. 

Name and Situation.  The name Hilton, first recorded in 1014, apparently 
means “the village on the hill”. However, only when one approaches from the 
south is it at all appropriate - though it might have seemed more so when a 
windmill stood on Mill Hill.  The land elsewhere is flat and ditches, or “drains”, 
are essential to keep it free of floods.  The attractive little footbridges over 
these drains are known locally as “brows”, rhyming with “crows”, from an old 
Norse word for a gangplank. 

Hilton’s position, about a mile away from the Roman Ermine Street  (A1198), is 
typical of many villages. On the road, the Saxons were too vulnerable to 
marauding invaders and they preferred to settle in woods a little way from it.  

From the Middle Ages to the nineteenth century, Hilton lay on an important 
route by which cattle were driven from St. Ives to London. Before the invention 
of the railways and cold storage, London’s meat walked into Smithfield on the 
hoof - sometimes as many as 2000 animals a day. The cattle fair at St. Ives 
was one of the four biggest in the country. Defoe described how, in the 1720s, 
there was “a very great number of cattle on a Monday” - still the market day, 
but with no animals. 

The cattle were driven by drovers along “driftways”, wide grassy tracks with 
plenty of grazing and usually skirting the villages. The broad extension of the 
Mere Way, which connects with the bridle path north of the Graveley Way, is a 
typical driftway and is still known as The Drift.  

 

HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION OF HILTON 

GEOGRAPHY OF HILTON 
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Church, Parish and Feasts.  Hilton was a chapelry of Fenstanton and did not 
become a separate parish until 1873. For ecclesiastical purposes, the two 
parishes were, for many years, held together under a plurality order, but the 
civil parishes have remained distinct. 

The Church of St. Mary Magdalene is an attractive, if typical, parish church. 
Some twelfth-century masonry remains beside the chancel arch and in the 

tower and rather more from the thirteenth 
century in the chancel; most of the rest is late 
fourteenth or fifteenth century, as is the timber in 
the roof. A round-headed cross with a crucifixion 
of the early thirteenth century was found when 
the tower stairs were rebuilt in 1904-1905 and 
has been set into the west wall of the tower. The 
church was extensively but well restored in 1850 
and 1889. There are many memorial slabs on 
the floor to the Peck family and one to Robert 

Walpole, who died in 1699 in his 101st year. The stained glass is Victorian. 
Pevsner describes the east window bluntly as “bad”, but there are two smaller 
windows by C.E. Kempe in the south aisle, commemorating members of the 
Carroll family, which are excellent examples of the graphic art of the period. 
There is a plain but well-proportioned octagonal fifteenth-century font and a 
handsome parish chest.  

There are six bells. The oldest is the treble. It is dated 1604 (recast in 1898) 
and is inscribed: “Maria Magdalene will sing sweetli be foor cum mereli after”. 
The other old bells are dated 1635, 1744 and 1767. Two new bells, in memory 
of Arthur Moore, Nancy Stocks and Harold Peacock, were cast in 1989. The 
clock mechanism, apparently Victorian, was restored in 1971 and the clock 
face regilt. The clock was again renovated in 2000. The movement and striking 
mechanism are entirely separate, connected only by a trip -lever. 

Since 1980, there has been considerable restoration to the interior of the 
church, much of the work being voluntary. The roof has been strengthened,  
the walls have been repaired and limewashed, and the monuments cleaned 
and restored. The Victorian deal pews and flooring have been removed and 
replaced with a brick floor and oak pews salvaged from the deconsecrated 
church at Wyton, from which the 16th century communion table also comes. 
More recently, the north aisle was repaired, renovated and re-roofed between 
1999 and 2001. 

An incomplete pulpit, dated 1646, from Comberton church has been beautifully 
restored. The side aisles have been cleared of pews. Chairs, some of them 
from Ely Cathedral, take their place when needed for services. At other times, 
the aisles are occasionally used for exhibitions, flower festivals and the like. A 
new ringing chamber has been built in the tower with washing-up facilities 
below it. The old vestry in the north aisle has been replaced by a new one in 
the south.  The organ was dismantled and rebuilt in 1995.  Finally, thanks to 
the generosity of the late George and Freda Britten, the south porch has been 
refurbished with a discreet extension to house a toilet.  
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The Iych-gate is a war-memorial commemorating the dead of  both world wars.  

The feast of St. Mary Magdalene falls upon 22 July and this is celebrated with 
a Feast Week of sports and festivities.  Mumming on Plough Monday (the first 
Monday after Epiphany) and Maying on May Day were once regular customs, 
but died out between the wars. Hilton people have always enjoyed festivities.  

Eighteenth-century churchwardens’ accounts show a regular expenditure 
(usually 5 shillings) upon Gunpowder Plot and the anniversary of the King’s 
Coronation. Bonfire Night is still well celebrated, and Hilton prides itself upon 
putting on a good show at Coronations and Jubilees.  

Manor and Common.  One of the earliest records is dated 1237, when Joan, 
Queen of Scotland, gave lands in Hilton to the Abbey of Tarrant in Dorset. The 

Abbey had a grange, or subsidiary farm, in 
Hilton, and this is now The Grange. The present 
house was built in the nineteenth century, but a 
magnificent thatched barn survives from the 
fifteenth century or even earlier. Grange Cottage 
has been made out of another old farm building, 
and gives one an idea of the massive brickwork 
that went into it. 

Hilton was never a separate manor, but was part 
of Fenstanton. The handsome red brick house, 
now called Manor House, was originally the 
Manor Farm belonging to the manor of 
Fenstanton, where the Manor House is a rather 
modest building by comparison.  Lancelot 
“Capability“ Brown, the great landscape 
gardener, acquired the manor of Fenstanton and 
Hilton in 1767 for £13,000.  It is said that he laid 

out Hilton Green, though the excellent map of Hilton that John Spyers made 
for him in 1778 gives no indication of it.  But in its prime, before some of the 
large Elms and Beeches succumbed to disease and to gales, Hilton Green 
certainly looked worthy of him.  The Lordship of the Manor of Fenstanton and 
Hilton now belongs to Robin Boyes, who bought it in 1987.  

The Green, which extends from Church Close almost to Hampden House, and 
includes the verges in front of Hilton Hall, is all that now remains of the once 
extensive common land. By 1840, it was all enclosed into the fields we know 
now, except for 30 acres of Hilton Green or Common (since somewhat 
reduced) which “shall always be used for pasture land”. There are rights to 
pasture fifteen cows on the Green still attached to various properties in the 
village. There was formerly a pound, near where the cricket pavilion now 
stands, into which stray animals were penned until they were reclaimed upon 
paying a fine. When droving ceased, it fell into disuse and was demolished. 
The Green provides a beautiful setting for the cricket ground and for other 
village festivities.  
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William Sparrow and the Maze.  At the southern end of the Green is the 
Maze, one of only some eight such turf mazes still surviving in England. It was 
made in 1660 to commemorate King Charles lI’s Restoration by William 

Sparrow. Sparrow’s monument, in the centre of 
the Maze, was probably erected at his death in 
1729. It bears the inscription (incorrectly recut 
some sixty years ago): “GVLIELMVS SPARROW 
GEN. NATVS AN° 1641, AETATIS SVAE 88 
QVANDO OBIIT, HOS GYROS FORMAVIT 
ANNO 1660”; i.e. “William Sparrow, Gentleman, 
born in the year 1641, aged 88 when he died, 
fashioned these coils in the year 1660”. The 

same pattern of maze is found on the floor of Chartres Cathedral and in 
several other French churches. Sparrow may well have copied it from the 
maze which has been allowed to disappear at Comberton (only 11 miles from 
Hilton), where his brother-in-law Barron Brittaine lived. The maze was 
refurbished in 1998 by the Parish Council with a grant from English Heritage.  

Sparrow lived at Park Farm, a fine old house which stood on the site of the 
present Park Farm and looked out on to the Maze. One chimney had twin 
stacks made of bricks ornamented with the royal emblems of roses and fleurs -
de-lys. In 1939, in an upstairs room, a painting of the Royal Arms flanked by 
the initials “CR” was found upon one wall, and another of the Prince of Wales ’s 
Feathers with the initials “CP” and the date 1632” upon the opposite wall. In 
1945, behind the panelling in the room below, three and a half paintings were 
discovered of Jacobean pin-up girls, captioned with witty couplets and 
representing the senses of Hearing, Taste, Sight and Touch. Hearing, for 
instance, is depicted as a fashionably dressed lady, with a jewelled necklace, 
playing a lute, while a stag (the emblem of Hearing) looks on. Her couplet 
reads: 

“Maydes must bee seene, not heard. So am I.  
 I am sure you doe not heare my melodye.” 

The Royal Arms are now in Hilton Church. The other complete paintings are in 
the Victoria and Albert Museum in London. 

Some Notable Houses.  The oldest surviving 
houses in Hilton are probably College Farm and 
Oak Tree Farm, both of them built in the fifteenth 
century and originally with halls going up to the 
roof. College Farm has some remains of its 
original moat.  It was acquired by St. John’s 
College, Cambridge, in 1529, and remained in 
their possession until 1961. The college records 

have documented its history.  We know, for instance, that the annual rent was 
seven pounds in 1545 and that the scholars reserved the right to retreat there 
should the plague become too dangerous in Cambridge – this they did in 
1573-1574. 

Oak Tree Farm, which has been well extended, perfectly in keeping with the 
original house, was formerly The Red Cow public house. There were three 
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other public houses in the village besides The 
Prince of Wales on Mill Hill. Opposite it was The 
White Horse and further down the Potton Road 
The Wheatsheaf (both now demolished) and, in 
Graveley Way, was The Old George (now 
somewhat altered). 

Hilton Hall was built early in the seventeenth 
century, perhaps by the centenarian Robert 
Walpole, who ended his days there. It has a 
Jacobean staircase and moulded oak beams and 
was refronted with new windows in the 1740s. 
The modern wrought-iron gates were made 
locally at the smithy in Yelling. Behind the house 
is a large dovehouse. Dovehouses were once 
common in the neighbourhood and two others in 

the village, at Church Farm, near where Tanglewood now stands, and at 
Kidman’s Farm, have disappeared in recent times. There are still nearly 80 in 
Cambridgeshire and there must once have been many more. Pigeons were a 
useful source of fresh meat in winter and their droppings may also have 
provided saltpetre for gunpowder. 

Hilton House is a fine mansion, probably built by 
Edward Theed in the 1770s, incorporating an 
earlier building. It has a handsome frontage and 
many elegant early 
nineteenth-century 
grates. The Limes 
has the pretty, late 
eighteenth-century 
bow-front well pre-
served, but some 
of the older parts 
of the house have 
been much rebuilt.  Beech Cottage is one of the 
most attractive thatched cottages in the village 
and has been deservedly featured on a national 
Women’s Institute calendar. 

Two more modern houses are picked out for mention by Pevsner in The 
Buildings of England, both of them designed by W.P. Dyson. The first is King ’s 
Willow (formerly Wheatfield House) in the “International Modern” style of the 

late 1930s; the other is Punch’s Grove, which 
was built more in the American colonial style 
architecture. 

The Vicarages.  In 1641, a thatched cottage of 
“wood and clay” was built as a “vicarage house” 
to the north of the Maze. It burned down on a 
Feast Week Sunday around 1930, by which time 
it had ceased to be the Vicarage for some fifty 
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years, the Rev. Thomas Carroll having acquired a larger house next to The 
Limes. This house, built around 1815, remained the Vicarage well into the 
twentieth century. It was subsequently known as The Cedars, then as The 
Pastures, and now as The Old Rectory. 

The Methodist Church.  This was built in 1867 in what had been Pound Close 
(another place where stray animals were impounded) on the west of Potton 
Road. The architect was Robert Hutchinson, and the builders Hodson and 
Hurst. Around the north and east walls are 65 “guinea bricks”, each bearing 

the name of a benefactor who had contributed a 
guinea or more to the cost of building the chapel.  
Many of the names are still thriving in Hilton.  In 
1979, a Sunday School was built next door 
which is now used as a nursery on weekdays.  

The church was subject to a complete 
refurbishment in 1997.  A new roof was put on 
and the interior substantially altered with the 

pews replaced by chairs.  This has brought a new flexibility to the building and 
it forms an alternative meeting room for use when the Village Hall is 
unavailable. Times of weekly services are on the notice board in front of the 
Church, together with details of events, meetings, groups and coffee mornings; 
to which all are most welcome. 

The School and Village Hall.  Alice Walpole (daughter-in-law of Robert 
Walpole and sister of William Sparrow), who died in 1709, left several 
bequests for the “teaching at school” of “the poor children of Hilton”, but her 

will does not say where they were to be taught. 
In 1856 a “National” Church School was built to 
provide education for 62 children, supported by a 
voluntary rate of 3d. (old pence) in the pound.  A 
photograph, taken in 1906, shows the teacher, 
Annie Hurst, with 21 boys and 23 girls.  The 
school was closed in 1955 and all the 
schoolchildren are now bussed to schools 
outside the village. It is now a listed building and 

is used as the Village Hall.  Its amenities have been much improved and it has 
been considerably enlarged, notably by the addition of the Britten Room, 
officially opened by the then Prime Minister, John Major, in 1992.  It is 
administered by the Village Hall Management Committee, which consists of 
elected members and representatives of village groups and which is also 
responsible for the upkeep of the building. 

The Cricket Pavilion.  The original wooden 
Cricket Pavilion was erected in 1906 and was 
replaced, by public subscription, in 1989.  This 
fine new brick Pavilion, which serves the village 
well, has taken its place. It has now become a 
familiar part of the Green, serving both the 
Cricket Club and as football changing rooms in 
the winter season. 
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Trades and Tradesmen.  Until quite recently there was great continuity in 
village life. For instance, a gazetteer of 1854 shows the butcher as Benjamin 
Furniss, the baker as John White and the carpenter as William Hurst. Eighty 
years later the butcher was William Furniss, the baker another John White, 
and the carpenter George Hurst. The butcher’s slaughterhouse was in Grange 
Farm, the bakery was behind Park Villa, the carpenter’s shop (which was also 
an undertaker’s and made oak coffins) in the builder’s yard behind the Prince 
of Wales. There was a smithy at Blacksmith’s Cottage in Potton Road (the 
huge chimney for the forge is still to be seen) and two shops, one at Grove 
House and the other at 3 Graveley Way.  

Hilton Today.  The Victoria History of the County of Huntingdon, published in 
1932, described the village of Hilton as “one of the prettiest in the county”. 
Since then, it has undergone great changes, both social and physical. The new 
estates have now been established long enough to be incorporated into the 
village and make a valuable contribution to its social life. Much of its character 
has been preserved and the village is better kept than it used to be. If we can 
continue to preserve some sense of continuity and care for the village as it 
deserves, it may help to make Hilton remain a worthwhile place to live in and 
perhaps even “the prettiest in the county”.  

For a full history of Hilton, see Jack Dady’s “Hilton Huntingdonshire”, 
Millennium Edition, 2000, ISBN 1 871775 10 8.   

Copies of this hard-backed book are still available for purchase, price £10.  
Contact Peter Blake on 01480 830137. 

Birds.  Although Hilton village occupies only 15% of the Parish by area, it 
supports a much greater breeding population, both in the numbers and 
varieties of species. The surrounding farmland offers few attractions to 
breeding birds, because of the removal of areas of wasteland, hedges and 
trees. Intensive farming has also reduced the availability of grain and insects. 
Skylarks, Corn Buntings, Yellow Hammers and Yellow Wagtails have all been 
badly effected and some, like the Tree Sparrow, have been completely lost as 
a breeding species. By contrast, Common Buzzards, which first bred in the 
Parish in the early 2000s, are now regularly seen hunting rabbits over 
farmland. 

The village supports a variety of birdlife. Collared Doves, originally a 
Mediterranean species, reached the UK in 1955 and Hilton in 1965. They have 
never looked back! Both Green and Great Spotted Woodpeckers have 
increased, especially the former which is now the commonest woodpecker. 
This is because Green Woodpeckers need a supply of ants during the winter 
period, so that the recent relatively mild winters have encouraged population 
growth. By contrast, prolonged harsh winters have completely wiped this 
species out. Two other species which have done very well are Carrion Crow 

NATURAL HISTORY OF THE PARISH 
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and Jackdaw. The latter require nest holes, preferably in large mature trees.  
When these are in short supply, large chimney pots are often used, with a 
fresh bundle of twigs added each year. Even wire cowlings offer little 
resistance to this determined species, as some pairs simply ‘post’ twigs 
through the gaps despite the fact that they have no chance of sitting on the 
nest! Species like Blue Tits, Wrens, Robins, Hedge Sparrow and Blackbirds 
are as numerous as ever and Song Thrushes have now made a full recovery.  

The Parish supports two pairs of Kestrels, a pair of Sparrowhawks, three pairs 
of Little Owls and single pairs of Tawny and Barn Owls. A number of large 
nestboxes have been erected, primarily to attract Barn Owls. Examination of 
the boxes, however, showed most to be occupied by Stock Doves, which also 
require holes in trees. 

Despite a lack of interesting habitats, like woods, rivers and lakes, a total of 
almost 160 different species have been seen in, or flying over, the Parish. The 
most unusual sighting was a storm-driven Red-throated Diver, normally found 
on the sea. Reports were received of a large bird with a dagger-shaped bill 
shuffling on its belly across Church End. The bird was finally captured in a 
nearby ditch and transferred to a local gravel-pit in a black plastic bag. During 
the journey, the by now rather irate diver pushed its head through the bag, 
menacing the passenger, who was holding the bag between his legs.  

Mammals.  Around 23 species of mammals have been recorded in the Parish, 
including Muntjac Deer, Mink, Stoat, Harvest Mouse, Pigmy Shrew, Fox and 
Badger. Hares are now relatively numerous, with up to 30 seen in a single 
field. Water Voles, which were virtually exterminated, have staged a 
comeback, as a result of management of the habitat. Perhaps the rarest 
mammal in the Parish is the Water Shrew, which is just about holding its own.  

A Panther, which is the black phase of the Leopard, was seen on three 
occasions in the 1990s. On one occasion, it was seen at close range near the 
village with a recently killed Muntjac Deer. It ran off with the deer in its mouth, 
easily clearing a ditch in the process.  

Amphibians / Reptiles.  Frogs and Toads are not as numerous as they used 
to be, when mass gatherings occurred at night during heavy rain. Newts also 
occur in suitable periods, although the present status of the rare Great Crested 
Newt is unknown. Grass Snakes can also be found in suitable habitats, where 
they prey on the Frogs and Toads. Many young Grass Snake are killed by 
cats. 

Fish.  Occasionally Pike, large enough to take ducklings, have been reported 
in the village ponds. Eels have also been noted and, in the streams, a variety 
of the smaller species have been observed, providing meals for the visiting 
Herons. 
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Insects.  With an increasing number of garden ponds within the village, it is  
hardly surprising that 13 species of dragonfly have been noted. These range 
from the small Blue Damselflies to the impressive Broad-bodied Chaser. The 
succession of hot summers has also resulted in increasing numbers of 
Hornets, some undoubtedly originating from a nest in the Village Hall. A total of 
22 species of butterflies has been recorded, including the White-letter 
Hairstreak (reduced in numbers by Dutch Elm disease).The profusion of 
flowers in the garden of the late Louis King has attracted 21 of these species, 
including a rarity, the Clouded Yellow. 

Plants.  Outside the village itself, the Parish is dominated by large open arable 
fields bounded by hawthorn hedges (but with a surprising amount of shrub 
elm) reflecting the enclosures of  the 19th century. Most of the land is 
subsurface drained but there is one major watercourse and some ditches 
mainly by roads, but no field ponds. There are a few small copses, occasional 
hedgerow trees but no woodland. Grassland is confined to interfield trackways 
and roadside verges. 

As a result, outside the built-up area of the village, the flora is represented by 
the weeds of the cultivated fields, by the plants of the banksides and the 
aquatic flora of the water courses, by the disturbed grassland of the tracks and 
waysides and by plants of the hedgerows. Whilst the latter have probably been 
impoverished by cultivations and pesticides over the years, it is hoped that the 
situation will be improved by Government environmental measures to restrict 
cultivation of field margins. In general, the flora of the land outside the village is 
not very diverse.  

In a survey of the Parish as a whole, in the 1970s, a total of 248 species of 
wild flowering plants was recorded. 

The greatest number of these species were probably recorded from the village 
area and, if trees and woody plants are included, the total number of plant 
species, excluding mosses and fungii, is likely to approach 300. In the village, 
notable habitats, besides cultivated gardens and hedges, are the ponds and 
open ditches with aquatic and bankside vegetation, areas of grassland and the 
many trees, which, if not constituting woodland, provide shade for shade loving 
plants. The principal botanical interest is in the areas of permanent grassland 
occurring mainly in the east of the village, both on public and private land. Of 
these, the most interesting is the Green because of its history, its size, its 
varied management and the diversity of its flora.  

The Green now covers about 27 acres and is not only grassland but a most 
attractive, extensive landscape with fine trees and underlying scrub habitats, 
together with ponds and ditches. In 2006, 168 herbaceous plants and woody 
species (trees and shrubby plants including hawthorn and bramble) were 
recorded on it.  An important feature is the management of the area by the 
Parish Council in association with the Common Rights Owners, taking into 
account traditional haymaking, the botanical interest, and sporting and other 
amenity uses. 
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With management in mind, and because of the ecological interest of the Green 
as an extensive area of permanent grassland that has never been ploughed, 
fertilised or treated with pesticides, botanical surveys of the open areas were 
made in 1984 by the Nature Conservancy Council, in 1987 by Emily Randall, 
in 1999 by Derek Wells and Michael Way, leading to a statistical survey in 
2003 designed by Owen Mountford of the Centre for Ecology and Hydrology at 
Monks Wood. This survey was based on 21 different management regimes 
that were being applied to different areas of the Green, but subsequently 
reduced to broad categories of HAYFIELD cut for hay, AMENITY managed by 
the Parish Council, the CRICKET field, and those managed INTENSIVELY by 
frontagers. Of these areas, the hayfield, and especially the area of the football 
pitch (well known for drifts of Cowslips in the spring) were found to be the most 
botanically diverse. The results of the survey and list of the 99 plants, including 
25 grasses, that were recorded, are available on the Village Website.  

Notable plants including Sulphur Clover, Bee Orchids (but occurring in other 
parts of the village) and Green Winged Orchids have been recorded on the 
Green in the past but have not been seen for some time. Uncommon plants 
still found include Goldilocks, Adder's Tongue Fern and Lady's Smock. The 
most visible plants include the Cowslip, Cow Parsley, three kinds of Buttercup, 
Common Knapweed, Ladies Bedstraw, Goats Beard and other plants from the 
daisy family, including Hawksbeard and Hawksbit, Dandelions and Daisies; 
and of course the grasses themselves.  

Trees.  Historically, large Elms were a very important feature of the Hilton 
landscape but practically all of these were killed by Dutch Elm disease in the 
late 1960s and early 70s. To make good this loss, trees provided by the 
County and District Councils were planted annually by the Parish Council 
between 1973 and 1995. Some 270 trees of 11 species were planted, mainly 
Oak, Ash and Beech, but including Mountain Ash, Hornbeam and Lime. The 
majority were planted on the Green, but many were planted in other parts of 
the village in response to requests, or as opportunities occurred. In addition, 
on the Green, self-set seedlings of Oak spread by birds and squirrels, were 
encouraged and many are now developing into fine young trees.  

In 1992, the National Tree Warden scheme for local councils was instituted, 
and in that year the appointment of a Tree Warden was made by the Hilton 
Parish Council, working closely with the District Council. This scheme has 
been invaluable in giving encouragement and advice to the Parish.  

Few trees have been planted since 1995 due to lack of suitable sites, but 
deaths of mature trees continue so that, whilst Hilton village in 2010 still has 
many impressive trees, the Parish Council is concerned to replace losses and 
anticipate those that might occur, so that Hilton can continue to have fine trees 
for future generations.  
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A large part of the village has been designated a Conservation Area.   

This is shown as the area inside the dotted line on the map on the next two 
pages  (16 - 17). 

The Conservation Area places restrictions not only on alterations to buildings, 
but also specifically on the cutting down or lopping of trees.  

The Parish Council considers that trees are an essential amenity of the village 
and will take all steps within its power to enforce the Conservation Order.  

The Chairman will be glad to advise any owners of trees who wish to lop them.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The map on pages 16 - 17 has been updated as far as possible to July 2010 
and is colour-coded to show development of the village before 1955, from 
1955 to 1979, from 1980 to 1995 and post 1995.  A  larger  version is available 
on the village website (www.hilton-village.com) under the ‘History and Guide’ 
Menu, right-hand sub-menu ‘Hilton Map 2010’.  The website map can also be 
downloaded in Adobe PDF format. 

Also available on the website is a ‘Conservation Map’ showing specific listed 
buildings, principal watercourses, public open spaces and marking the 
boundary of the conservation area in comparison to the village boundary.  

THE CONSERVATION AREA 

NOTE ON VILLAGE MAPS 





18 

Cambridgeshire County Councillor 

Ian Bates … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … ..01480 830250 
 

Huntingdonshire District Councillors 

Ian Bates … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … ..01480 830250 

Chris Stephens… … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … .01480 350900 
 

Parish Council 

Chairman: Ian Stott ................................ ................................ .. 01480 830660 

Vice Chairman: Rev’d Katy Dunn ................................ ............. 01480 830991 

Stewart Bottoms ................................ ................................ ....... 01480 830926 

Bill Halford ................................ ................................ ............... 01480 831193 

Ettore McCarthy ................................ ................................ ....... 01480 839953 

Margaret Shardlow ................................ ................................ ... 01480 831186 

Adrian Harlow ................................ ................................ ........... 01480 831524 

Joseph Saunders ................................ ................................ ..... 01480 802383 

Claire Sunderland ................................ ................................ .... 01480 830601 

Clerk to the Council: Nadine Taylor ................................ .......... 01480 830839 

 

Permanent Parish Council Working Parties monitor planning and road safety, 
as well as environmental matters.  

There is a voluntary Tree Warden, Andrew Lewis, who can be contacted via 
the Clerk to the Council. 
 

Hilton Common Management Committee 

Hilton Green is owned by the Parish Council and is common land by virtue of 
the grazing rights (to which it is subject) of the Common Right Owners. It is 
managed by a joint committee on behalf of these two bodies for the benefit of 
the village in general. 
 

Parish Notice Boards 

Parish Notice Boards are situated outside the Village Hall, at the entrance to 
Westbrook and by the Post Office.  

LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
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Church of England, St. Mary Magdalene, Hilton. 

Vicar: The Rev’d David Busk ................................ .................... 01480 436400 

 

Church Wardens: Ralph Slayter ................................ ................ 01480 830466 

                             Rachel Wood ................................ ................ 01480 830866 

 

Times of Services: see SPECTRUM  and  Village Website 

 

  

Hilton Methodist Church 

Minister: The Rev’d Katy Dunn ................................ ................. 01480 830991 

 

Steward: Linda Stott ................................ ................................ . 01480 830660 

 

Times of Services: see SPECTRUM 

  

 

Fenstanton United Reformed Church 

The Rev’d Dr Catherine Ball ................................ ..................... 01480 352058 

    

Times of Services: see SPECTRUM 

 

  

Roman Catholic Church, Sacred Heart, St Ives 

Rev’d Father Edward Tredota  
and assistant Father Marek Pabis ................................ ............ 01480 462192 

 

Times of Services: see SPECTRUM 

 

PLACES OF WORSHIP 
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    NHS Websites, national:  www.nhs.uk    local:  www.cambridgeshire.nhs.uk 

Hospitals 

Addenbrooke’s, Cambridge -  
    (with Accident and Emergency Dept) ................................ .... 01223 245151 

Hinchingbrooke, Huntingdon -  
    (with Accident and Emergency Dept) ................................ .... 01480 416416 

Papworth, Papworth Everard ................................ .................... 01480 830541 

Doctors’ Surgeries 

Chequers Lane, Papworth Everard ................................ ........... 01480 830888 

Cromwell Place Surgery, Cromwell Place, St. Ives ................... 01480 462206 

Northcote House, 8 Broadleas, St. Ives ................................ .... 01480 461873 

Roman Gate Surgery, Pinfold Lane, Godmanchester ............... 01480 455331 

Sycamore Cottage Surgery, 2 Bell Lane, Fenstanton ................ 01480 496243 

The Spinney Surgery, Ramsey Road, St. Ives ........................... 08444 773603 

Dentist Surgeries 

Broadway Dental Surgery, St. Ives ................................ ........... 01480 463179 

Cambourne Dental Practice, Great Cambourne......................... 01954 718585 

Cromwell Place Dental Surgery, St. Ives ................................ .. 01480 462563 

Moffatt, 3 Brampton Road, Huntingdon ................................ ..... 01480 453215 

Morris, 10 Station Road, St. Ives ................................ .............. 01480 469100 

The Old Grammar School, St Ives ................................ ............ 01480 466466 

Wensleydale Dental Practice,  
    1 George Street, Huntingdon ................................ ................ 01480 453003 

Veterinary Surgeries 

Ashcroft Veterinary Surgery, Pendrill Court, Papworth Everard .. 01480 831615 
     Website:  www.ashcroftvet.co.uk  

Cromwell Veterinary Group, 
    36 St John’s Street, Huntingdon ................................ ........... 01480 414305 
    Unit 4, Burleigh Centre, St. Ives ................................ ............ 01480 300389 

 Ouse Valley Vets, St. Ives Practice, 7 Station Road, St. Ives ... 01480 463170 

 Tebbutt,  Church House, Brook Street, St. Neots ...................... 01480 472032 

HEALTH CARE 

http://www.nhs.uk
http://www.cambridgeshire.nhs.uk
http://www.ashcroftvet.co.uk
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PUBLIC SERVICES AND LOCAL INFORMATION 

Age Concern Service Contact: … … … … … … … … … … 01480 407680 
  

Allotments Opposite New Farm, Potton Road, Hilton. 
Apply to: Steve Sheppard … … … … … .. 01480 831454 
 

Citizens Advice  
Bureau 

Huntingdon – 6 All Saints Passage 
Monday to Thursday   9.30am – 12.30pm – drop in.  
Monday to Thursday 12.30pm –   3.30pm – phone. 
Contact: .… … … … … … … … … … … … … .01480 388900 
  

Hilton Information Notices of  Meetings and Events, Parish Council 
Agendas and Minutes are posted on the Website, 
which is regularly updated: … . www.hilton-village.com 
It includes a link to Hilton Digital Archive containing 
over 2000 pictures and documents of Village history.  
 

Hilton Stores and  
Sub-Post Office 

Hilton Stores, Potton Road, Hilton: … … 01480 830486 
Shop and newsagent, dry cleaning and household 
necessities. 
  

Hilton Town Trust This charitable Trust exists to meet the educational 
and other special needs for the village people.  
Clerk:  Steve Sheppard … … … … … … .. 01480 831454 
  

Hilton Village Hall The Village Hall is available for hire by individuals or 
groups for functions, meetings, discos and other  
activities.  There is a committee room, 2 halls, one 
with a stage, a kitchen with electric stove, water 
heater and a tea urn and china.  
Toilets and cloakrooms are available. 
Please inquire about details of hiring from the Hiring 
Officer:  Lesley Fordham … … … … … … .07922 014991 
  

Huntingdon District 
Council 

Contact: … … … … … … … … … … … … … . 01480 388388 
Website: … … … … … … … www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk 
  

Leisure Centres 
    One Leisure —   
        Huntingdon  
        St Ives 
        St Neots 
 

Website: … … … … … … … www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk 
 
Contact: .… … … … … … … … … … … … …  01480 388600 
Contact: .… … … … … … … … … … … … …  01480 388500 
Contact: .… … … … … … … … … … … … …  01480 388700 

http://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk
http://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk
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Library, Mobile Visits Hilton monthly on 2nd Thursday at the Village 

Hall  2.05pm – 2.20pm  (from October 2010) 
Mobile Libraries Manager: … … … … … . 01223 718356 
Website: … … … … www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/library 
  

Library, St Ives Contact: .… … … … … … … … … … … … … 0845 0455225 
  

Markets St. Ives: Monday and Friday  
    Country Market Friday 8.15am – 11.45am 
Huntingdon: Wednesday and Saturday 
St Neots: Thursday 
  

Meals on Wheels WRVS: … … … … … … … … … … … … … . 01733 765 097 
  

Police Emergency 
     Huntingdon HQ 

Dial 999, ask for Police 
Incident reporting line – non-urgent: …  0345 4564564 
  

Prince of Wales Real Ale, Bar snacks, Accommodation.  Food served 
lunchtime and evening.  Closed Monday lunchtime. 
Potton Road, Hilton: … … … … … … … …  01480 830257 
  

Refuse Collection Blue, green and grey bin collection days vary across 
the village.  Check your postcode with the  
Huntingdonshire District Council: … … . 01480 388388 
Website: … … … … … … … www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk 
  

Relate 3 Brooklands Avenue, Cambridge, CB2 8BB 
For an appointment with a counsellor in Cambridge, 
Cambourne, Huntingdon, St. Ives or St. Neots:  
Contact: … … … … … … … … … … … … … . 01223 357424 
  

Samaritans Call at: 4 Emmanuel Rd, Cambridge between 9.00am 
and 10.30pm: … … … … … … … … … … … 08457 909090 
  

Spectrum Fenstanton and Hilton Village News issued free 
monthly to all households, giving details of Parish 
activities, useful numbers, notices and church  
services, together with local business advertisements.  
Editor: Margaret Guthrie 
Contact: … … . spectrumparishnews@googlemail.com 
Send articles for inclusion to the Editor by 14th of  the  
month before publication. 
Advertising Secretary: Kay Pulley … …  01480 495308 
  

http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/library
http://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk
mailto:spectrumparishnews@googlemail.com
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TRAVEL 

Airports 
 

Marshall of Cambridge  
Limited flights to Europe, Jersey, etc.  
Enquiries: … … … … … … … … … … … … .. 01223 373765 
Website: … … … www.marshallairportcambridge.co.uk 

Stansted  
Enquiries: … … … … … … … … … … … … .. 0844 3351803 
Website: … … … … … … … …  www.stanstedairport.com 

Luton  
Enquires: … … … … … … … … … … … … … 01582 405100 
Website: … … … … … … … … … www.london-luton.co.uk 
 
  

Bus and Coach  
Services 

Whippet Coaches Ltd  
Daily services to Cambridge, St. Ives, Huntingdon and 
surrounding villages and to London.  
Timetable: Outside “The Prince of Wales” and at the 
bus stop, Potton Road, Hilton. 
Enquiries: … … … … … … … … … … … … .. 01480 463792 
Website: … … … … … … … … … . www.go-whippet.co.uk 

Guided Bus 
There will be a service from St. Ives, Meadow Lane, 
Park and Ride to Cambridge.  Details not yet available 
as we go to print. 
 
  

Rail BR Huntingdon  
Fast direct services to London and to Peterborough 
and the North. 

BR Cambridge  
Services to London and East Anglia. 
Enquiries: … … … … … … … … … … … … ...08457 484950 
Website: … … … … … … … … … .. www.nationalrail.co.uk 
 

http://www.marshallairportcambridge.co.uk
http://www.stanstedairport.com
http://www.nationalrail.co.uk
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Fenstanton County Primary School 

 Head:   Elizabeth Womersley … … … … …  01480 375055     

 Community Governors Chair: 
    Elizabeth Bush… … … … … … … …  01480 830202 

     

 Elsworth County Primary School 

 Head:   Theresa Thornton … … … … … … .. 01954 267272 

 

Swavesey Village College 

 Principal:  Martin Bacon … … … … … … … … .  01954 230366 

 

 St. Ivo Comprehensive School - St. Ives  

 Head:    Howard Gilbert … … … … … … … … 01480 375400 

 

 Hinchingbrooke School - Huntingdon 

 Head:    Keith Nancekievell … … … … … … . 01480 375700 

 

 St. Peter’s School - Huntingdon 

 Head:    Valerie Ford … … … … … … … … … . 01480 459581 

  

Huntingdon Regional College … … … … … … … … … … … … …  01480 379100 

Evening Classes:  Huntingdon Regional College 
    Community Education … … … … … 01480 457939 

    St. Ivo Community Education … .. 01480 495717 

 

 

EDUCATION 
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LOCAL ORGANISATIONS 

Baby and Toddler 
Group 
  

Contact: Jo Saunders … … … … … … … . 01480 831524 
  

British Legion -  
Fenstanton & Hilton 
Branch 
  

Contact: Emily Simmonds … … … … … .. 01480 831142 
  

Feast Week  
Committee 
 

Secretary: Tracy Wilkinson … … … … …  01480 831302 
Contact: … … … … … … . feastweek@hilton-village.com 
See the Village Website (www.hilton-village.com) for 
regular announcements and details of events through-
out the year. 
  

Hilton Conservative 
Association 
  

Secretary: Peter Blake . … … … … … … … 01480 830137 

Neighbourhood Watch 
Co-ordinator 
  

Contact: Chris Potter . … … … … … … … . 01480 831986 

Sunshine Day Nursery Contact: Mindy Munday … … … … … … . 01480 830351 
  

Village Hall Committee Hiring Officer: Lesley Fordham . … … …  07922 014991 
  

Women’s Institute Contact: Ruth Salem .… … … … … … … . 01480 830358 
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SPORTS AND RECREATION 

Art Club Club Secretary: Diana Walsh . … … … … 01480 831410 
  

Badminton Contact: Linda Stott .. … … … … … … … … 01480 830660 
  

Bellringers Contact: Esther Bates .. … … … … … … … 01480 830750 
  

Brownies Brown Owl: Karen Baker .… … … … … … 01480 830156 
  

Cricket Club Contact: Allan Salem .… … … … … … … . 01480 330358 
  

Flower Club Contact: Muriel Bell .… … … … … … … …  01480 830363 
  

Football Youth Football: … … … .. www.fenstantonyouthfc.co.uk 
Contact: Charles Darling .… … … … … … 01480 395338  
Administrator: … … … .. helen.rodriquez@ntlworld.com 
  

Rainbows Contact: Anna Gilbey … .… … … … … … . 01480 493063 
  

Scottish Country 
Dancing 

Contact: Doreen Prescott .… … … … … ...01480 830155 
  
  

Scout Group Contact: Louise Clover . … … … … … … .. 01480 831715 
  

Tennis Papworth Tennis Club: … . www.papworthtennis.co.uk 
  

Horse Riding Monach Farm Stables: … … … … … … …  01480 830426  
      www.monachfarm.co.uk 

  
Karate Contact: Manjula Damuni ..… … … … … . 07958 505665 

www.ckka.co.uk 
  

Pilates Contact: Amanda Platt … … … … … … …  07733 307475 
  

http://www.fenstantonyouthfc.co.uk
mailto:helen.rodriquez@ntlworld.com
http://www.papworthtennis.co.uk
http://www.monachfarm.co.uk
http://www.ckka.co.uk
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Hilton Emergency Plan 

Hilton Parish Council (PC) has sponsored an Emergency Plan to detail the 
arrangements and initial actions, agreed in conjunction with the village 
Neighbourhood Watch (NW) Co-ordinator, to be taken in the event of an 
emergency situation affecting Hilton. 

The PC has nominated an Emergency Team, who will act as a focal point for 
all communications and who will co-ordinate the initial response to an 
emergency situation, pending the arrival of the Emergency Services.  

In the case of potential or actual flooding, a village Flood Plan will be activated, 
which ensures that the Emergency Team will receive local early warnings and 
situation reports from a network of contacts provided by the village NW group, 
in addition to reports from the specialist agencies. Operations to warn and 
evacuate vulnerable villagers to safe locations will also be co -ordinated by the 
team. 

This Emergency Plan has been approved by the Huntingdonshire District 
Council (HDC) and the Emergency Services. The PC will review the Plan 
annually. 

Full details are available on the Village Website (www.hilton-village.com) under 
the ‘Village Information’ Menu, sub-heading ‘Emergency Plan’. 

Nominated Officials:  

    Emergency Officer (EO): 

        Nadine Taylor (Parish Clerk) … … … … … … … … … … … … …  01480 830839 

    Deputy Emergency Officer (DEO):  

        Chris Potter  
            (Village Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator) .… … … … .  01480 831986 

    Contact list of all Parish Councillors:  … … …   See Page 18 of this Handbook 

 

 

 

 

 

PLANNING 
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Hilton Parish Plan 

The Parish Plan was drawn up in 2003  to try and meet villagers expectations,   
ensuring the village develops as residents want and as a defence against 
inappropriate change. The environment, planning, road safety and village 
amenities are some of the themes included in the plan.  

Full details of the Parish Plan can be found on the Village Website 
(www.hilton-village.com)  under the ‘Village Information’ Menu, sub-heading 
‘Parish Plan’. 

Hilton Village Design Statement 

Village Design Statements (VDS) were instigated in 1993, by the then 
Secretary of State for the Environment, as a means of involving local people in 
the evolution of their communities.  A VDS is a document which seeks to 
describe those qualities of the village valued by the local people.   

The role of a VDS is to influence its form, by reflecting the views and 
expectations of the village's residents. It is a means of enabling those who 
actually live in the community to have a say in future development.   

The VDS is addressed to anyone contemplating or involved in construction, or 
in the modification of existing properties, no matter how large or small, which 
will affect the village scene.   

The VDS exists to help: 

• Village Residents. 

• The Local Planning Authority. 

• The Parish Council. 

• Developers. 

• Builders, Architects and Designers.  

• The Local Highway Authority. 

• Utility Services (Gas/Electricity Companies etc).  

Hilton's VDS is available to everyone in the village. It offers guidance to people 
who are considering extending or altering their properties, by providing a 
summary of the prevailing views of the village as a whole on future 
development. 
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How was Hilton's VDS produced? 

A Group of village residents put this document together during 1998 and 1999.  
It is the distillation of the views of the village at large, secured through a wide 
ranging and extended process of consultation, including sending 
questionnaires to every local group, business and school.  

The greenness of the village is an important defining characteristic of Hilton. 
The presence of  many  native trees, hedges and shrubs is an essential 
feature and forms part of its setting in an open arable landscape;  it also 
assists in defining the distinctive open spaces and routes within the village. 
These trees, hedges and shrubs also enhance the quality and setting of 
buildings in the village. 

Full details of  the VDS can be found on the Village Website  
(www.hilton-village.com) under the ‘Village Information’ Menu, sub-heading 
‘Village Design Statement’.  
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Potton Road, Hilton, looking North towards St. Ives, in the 1920s (above)  
 
and in 2007 (below) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

An animated transition between the two images can be viewed in the Hilton 
Digital Archive (see back cover).  

FROM THE ARCHIVES 
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Huntingdon 



 

 

HILTON DIGITAL ARCHIVE 
 
The public version of Hilton’s Digital Archive is available on-line and can be accessed 
from a link on the front page of the Village Website (www.hilton-village.com). 

Work on creating the Archive began in 2007 and it now contains over 2000 pictures, 
with more being added all the time. Scanned images include documents and maps, 
some dating back to the 17th Century, pictures of people, buildings and places, 
celebrations, archaeological finds and copies of various scrapbooks and magazines. 
All can be viewed on-line or downloaded in high resolution. 

The Archive makes use of Google’s Picasa Web Album software which displays 
captions and other details with the images, drawn from data embedded in the 
scanned files. It also has a face recognition and tagging system which allows you to 
display the names (if known) of people within images by hovering a mouse pointer 
over the face. You can then search for and display all the other pictures in which they 
occur, whether individual portraits or large groups. Of course, this depends on the 
Editors being able to identify the faces in the first place and this is where you can all 
help by sending in more information (names, dates, events, locations, etc.) and 
corrections to the Archive editors ( editor@hilton-village.com). 

If you have any additional material likely to be of historical interest to Hilton villagers 
as well as the wider community – from ancient times to events of yesterday – please 
contact the editors who will arrange to make high resolution digital copies for adding 
to the Archive. 
 


